Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE POSS DUPE 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01127 041703Z 

44 

ACTION MC-02 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO PM-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EB-07 

COME-OO TRSE-00 DODE-OO /026 W 

070549 

R 051415Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7446 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 1 127 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: MILL DM 

SUB J : LAWS GOVERNING FIREARM IMPORTATION IN DAHOMEY 

REF STATE 177789 

1. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF PREVAILING VEWS GOVERNING FIRE- 
ARM AND AMMUNITION IMPORTATION IN DAHOMEY: 

A. CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION OF IMPORT ATAON OF FIREARMS IS 
REQUIRED. 

B. CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED BY MIN OF INTERIOR ANU YKIRITY. 

C. COMMERCIAL CONSIGNEE FOR FIREARM SHIPMENT CAN OBTAIN 
IMPORT AUTHORIZATION CERTIFICATE 

ON APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 

OF INTERIOR. APPLICATIONS MUST CONTAIN FULL DETAILS ON TYPE OF 
ARMS TO BE IMPORTED AND DISPOSITION AFTER IMPLRTATION INTO 
DAHOMEY. AS FAR AS POST COULD ASCERTAIN, THERE ARE NO FIXED 
CRITERIA ON 

ALIBIGILITY FOR SUCH CERTIFICATES; APPLICATIONS 
ARE ACLROVED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. 

D. AFTER IMPORTATION, COMMERCIAL JRONKWIGNEEE IS ALLWED TO 
RE-SELL FIREARMS ONLY TO PERSONS HOLDING PERMIT TO CARRY 
ARMS. THIS PERMIT IS AUTHORIZED BY MIN OF INTERIOR; APPLI- 
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2. FYI: COMMERCIAL IMPORTS OF FIREARMS INTO DAHOMEY ARE 
NEGLIGIBLE. THERE ARE NO WHOLESALE GIF DEALERS HERE: GUNS 
HAVE BEEN IMPORTED FORGNE-X LE TO INDIVIDUALS BY AT LEAST ONE 
FREIGHT FORWARDIG/PJAVEL AGENCY;; NORMALLY, PERMIT TO CARRY 
ARMS ONLY GRANTED IN CASES OF HUNTING RIFLES. (DAHOMEY 
PERMITS BIG-GAM HUNTING IN ITS NATIONAL HUNTING RESERVES) 

OR FOR SMALL FIREARHD PBR PERSONAL PROTECTION, BUT CURRENT 
LEADERSHIP IN DAHOMEY LIKELY TO BE EXTRELEY RELUCTANT TO GRANT 
ANY NEW AUTHORIZATIONS. AS FOR COMMERCIAL SALES FROM THE US, 

POST ESTIMATES THAT PROSPECTS ARE NIL. END FYI. 
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